








Worldwide innovation and competence center
A reliable partner in agriculture for over 100 years.  

Much has changed in the last 100 years at Limburgerhof:  
The Agricultural Research Station has become the Agricultural 
Center, BASF’s world-wide center of expertise in crop protec-
tion. But one thing has remained the same: the dedication of 
our employees. Employees, who over the decades, have  
contributed to the development of many innovations, both 
large and small, to make farming successful.     
 
The establishment of the Agricultural Center was preceded by 
a revolutionary development: In 1908, Fritz Haber developed an 
artificial nitrogen fixation process to produce synthetic ammonia. 

Carl Bosch scaled the system up, and 1913 saw BASF open 
the world’s first ever ammonia synthesis plant: the gateway to 
mineral fertilizer production. 

Today, around 1,700 employees from a wide range of different 
professions work closely together to develop new active sub-
stances, seed treatments, biological crop protection solutions, 
formulation technologies and other applications and services 
for farming. They have thousands of square feet of green-
houses and labs at their disposal, as well as large open areas 
for field trials.    
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The latest technology in action 

The very latest technology is used on the farm 
estate. The amount of fertilizer required can be 
measured using a nitrogen sensor on the spreader 
– the sensor measures the levels of light reflected 
by the plants and calculates the exact amount of 
nitrogen required. The result? The perfect amount of 
fertilizer: not too little, but not too much.  

Rehhütte farm estate – the bridge between  
research and practice 
Close to the Agricultural Center lies the Rehhütte farm estate. 
BASF manages the 480 hectare estate according to the prin-
ciples of “integrated farming”, combining responsibility for the 
environment with the commercial requirements of a modern 
agricultural operation.      

Locally adapted crops and resistant plant varieties are grown 
according to balanced crop rotations on this modern agri- 
cultural farm. The farm manager is supported by the very latest 
technology: The self-propelled crop protection sprayer runs 
using GPS satellite navigation to ensure products are applied 
so precisely on the fields, that flowering strips, for example, are 
left unsprayed.   

With its enormous expertise, the Rehhütte farm estate is a  
valuable partner to the research department at the Agricultural 
Center. In addition, it is also an ideal venue for discussion and 
exchange with our customers and visitors from around the 
world who come to visit us each year. 
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